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Registration and Coffee

09:00 – 10:00

17th Leiden IIASL International Air Law 
Conference

Registration

09:00 – 09:30



Registration and Coffee

09:00 – 10:00

Welcome

09:30 – 10:15

• Steven Truxal (chair), Leiden University

• Kennedy Kariseb, University of Namibia

• Ericsson Nengola, Namibian Civil Aviation Authority 

• Hon. Fillemon Wise Immanuel, Namibia Ministry of Justice



Registration and Coffee

09:00 – 10:00

Regional Connectivity and Liberalisation

10:15 – 11:45

• Regula Dettling-Ott (chair), University of Bern

• Vasco Vieira, AFCAC

• Mynard Slabbert, Stellenbosch Municipality

• Rajesh Singh, IndiGo

• Chrizelda George, Walvis Bay Airport

• Angelo Dube, University of South Africa



Regional Connectivity and Liberalization

17th Leiden IIASL International Air Law Conference 
Windhoek 
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Vasco Vieira, AFCAC
(Aaron Munetsi, Airlines Association of Southern Africa)
Chrizelda George, Walrus Bay Airport
Prof. Angelo Dube, UNISA 
Mynard Slabbert, Stellenbosch Municipality 
Rajesh Singh, IndiGo
Moderator: Prof. Dr. Regula Dettling-Ott 



Passenger traffic growth in Africa stronger than in other
regions



In terms of profits (airlines), Africa is weaker than other
regions



IATA/Intervistas study 2014



IATA/Intervistas study

Africa: 17% or world’s population, 7 % of global middle class, but only 3% of the global air
transport market



IATA/Intervistas study

SAATM Single African Air Transport Market (2018) – similarities to the EU air transport
market?



IATA/Intervistas study

Intercontinental connectivity:  
Lack of national carriers augment
need for 5th freedom rights
operations

Impact EU – Morocco Agreement 
(Ryanair)



Air connectivity in city pairs: comparison EU and Africa

Source: Chatgpt



A ccessib ility - Intra- A frican C onnectivity
Increase Intra-African Connectivity from 14.5% to 30% - Direct City Pairs + 5th Freedom

2025 Achievements

2.9M
Passengers Carried

on the newly established routes

124
Routes Launched

Including  22 Fifth Freedom  routes

23%
Current Connectivity

Up from 14.5% in 2018



Registration and Coffee

09:00 – 10:00

17th Leiden IIASL International Air Law 
Conference

Tea and Coffee

11:45 – 12:15



Registration and Coffee

09:00 – 10:00

Cape Town Convention at 25 Years Old

12:15 – 13:00

• Laura Pierallini (chair), Studio Pierallini

• David Bartlett, AERIAL

• Suzanne Glatthaar, KLM

• Nitin Sarin, Sarin & Co.

• Chris Christodoulou, Christodoulou & Mavrikis Inc Attorneys
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CAPE TOWN CONVENTION AT 25 YEARS OLD
The Cape Town Convention (CTC)
The Convention on International Interests in Mobile Equipment and
the Protocol

*source: Unidroit

The CTC harmonises the legal framework governing aircraft financing and leasing by
standardising creditor rights and enforcement remedies across jurisdictions, with
the express objective of reducing risks associated with the recovery of leased and
financed assets and lowering financing costs. Overall, the CTC is intended to
promote more secure, efficient and predictable financing and leasing of aircraft.

Signed at Cape Town on 16 November 2001
Entered into force on 1 March 2006

Entered into force
Ratified by 90 states*



CAPE TOWN CONVENTION AT 25 YEARS OLD

Deregistration and export: The Irrevocable Deregistration and Export Request Authorisation (IDERA)
Another key component of the CTC is the IDERA, an irrevocable authorisation enabling the creditor’s designee to secure
deregistration and export without debtor cooperation; where applicable, aviation authorities must honour a properly recorded
IDERA.

IR vs. National Registries
 National Registries: These registries primarily focus on nationality

and ownership registration, as well as the operational aspects of
an aircraft within a country’s jurisdiction. They confirm which
country oversees the aircraft’s airworthiness and operations.

 IR: The IR is specifically designed for registering financial interests
in mobile aircraft assets. Its purpose is to establish the priority of
these interests, independently of the aircraft’s national registration.
Therefore, an aircraft can be nationally registered in one country
but have various international interests recorded in the IR.

Both registration systems are complementary. National registration is
a prerequisite for flight operations, while IR registration is critical for
protecting financial and ownership rights in an international context.

The International Registry (IR)
The IR is a key component of the CTC. The IR, which
came into effect on 1 March 2006, is a centralised,
online, notice-based registry system, providing a
stable international legal regime which allows certain
registering parties to protect their financial interests
and priority over specific aircraft equipment, thereby
establishing legal predictability for cross- border
financing and leasing of specific aircraft equipment. As
a general rule, priority is determined by the order of
registration: an interest that is registered first will
have priority over later-registered or unregistered
interests, including those of most buyers and
judgment creditors.and judgment creditors.



Encourage increased availability and lower cost of financing mobile equipment by reducing country risk, through
greater security, recognition of rights and certainty of asset repossession remedies for lessors and financiers if the
operator were to default or become insolvent.

Creation of “international interest” - not one dependent upon national law
Rights under the treaty directly enforceable by registered interest holders
International Registry “on line” publicly accessible 
Countries given choice of various declarations to select from
Protocols to be agreed for different equipment types
Specific to aircraft equipment, engines recognised as independent objects, not part of the airframe

Convention and Aircraft Equipment Protocol signed 16 November 2001
Aircraft Equipment Protocol took effect 1 March 2006
Railway Rolling Stock protocol took effect 8 March 2024.
Space and Mining, Agricultural And Construction (MAC) Equipment Protocols not yet in effect. 

CAPE TOWN CONVENTION
CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL INTERESTS IN MOBILE EQUIPMENT (2001)

David Bartlett    IIASL Conference 16 April 2026, Windhoek

Aim & Philosophy

The New Key Concepts 



Contracting States: 90

www.unidroit.org/instruments/security-interests/cape-town-convention/states-parties

Cape Town Convention 

Yellow – Signed
Green – Ratified/ Acceded

David Bartlett    IIASL Conference 16 April 2026, Windhoek



Contracting States: 87
This status map from Unidroit should also include Niger as an acceding country
www.unidroit.org/instruments/security-interests/aircraft-protocol/states-parties

Cape Town Convention – Aircraft Equipment Protocol 
Protocol 

Yellow – Signed
Green – Ratified/ Acceded

David Bartlett    IIASL Conference 16 April 2026, Windhoek



Africa – Aircraft Equipment Protocol Contracting States

21 Contracting States with declarations 7 Contracting States but no declarations

Angola

Benin

Cape Verde

Cote d’Ivoire

Democratic 
Republic of the 
Congo

Egypt

Ethiopia

Ghana

Kenya

Madagascar

Malawi

Mozambique

Namibia 

Nigeria

Rwanda

Senegal

Sierra Leone

South Africa

Togo

Uganda

United Republic of 
Tanzania

Burkina Faso

Cameroon

Congo

Eswatini (Swaziland)

Gabon

Niger

Zambia

Convention and Aircraft Protocol signed but not yet 
ratified: Burundi, Sudan and Lesotho. 

Accession to Convention but not Aircraft Protocol: Seychelles and Zimbabwe 

Luxembourg Rail Protocol:  Gabon and South Africa and Mozambique

Pretoria MAC Protocol Convention (not yet in force) – signatories Congo, Nigeria Gambia (though latter is not party to the Convention)

Berlin Space Protocol (not yet in force) :  signatories Burkina Faso and Zimbabwe

David Bartlett    IIASL Conference 16 April 2026, Windhoek



The question is not:
“Is [country] party to the Cape Town Convention & the 
relevant Protocol”

Convention and Protocol adopted by states with Declarations
Effects and terms vary enormously between contracting states
Choices made at the time of ratification or accession – those choices provide flexibility yet have significant 
economic and legal implications 
African states’ declarations are a mix of good, mixed, bad and none at all. 

Declarations refer to Article numbers
Arabic numbers refer to Convention Articles 
Roman numerals refer to Protocol Articles

(There is also a consolidated text version)

David Bartlett    IIASL Conference 16 April 2026, Windhoek



Key Articles to Note

Article VIII – Respect contractual choice of law
Article X – Interim relief; deregistration and 
export
Article XI – Insolvency
Article XII – Insolvency Assistance
Article XIII – Deregistration & Export Request 
Authorisation (IDERA)

Article XIV — Modification of priority 
provisions

“Ownership of or another right or interest in an aircraft engine shall 
not be affected by its installation on or removal from an aircraft”.

Article 8 – Remedies of Chargee
(Note Article IX variations in Aircraft Protocol)

Article 39 – Rights having priority without 
registration

Article 40 – Registrable non-consensual rights

Article 54 – Self help – remedies exercisable 
without need to go to court

Convention Aircraft Equipment Protocol

David Bartlett    IIASL Conference 16 April 2026, Windhoek



Local Implementation. How is it working in practice?

https://ctc-compliance-index.awg.aero/index David Bartlett    IIASL Conference 16 April 2026, Windhoek



Registration and Coffee

09:00 – 10:00

17th Leiden IIASL International Air Law 
Conference

Lunch

13:00 – 14:30



Registration and Coffee

09:00 – 10:00

Fire Side Talk 

14:30 – 15:00

• Mia Wouters (chair), GDS Advocaten

• Daniel Moss, African Airlines Association



Registration and Coffee

09:00 – 10:00

Drones and High Altitude Operations

15:00 – 15:45

• Chrystel Erotokritou (chair), Access Partnership

• Claudia Hess, Urwantschky Dangel Borst

• Philippe Carous, Erkelens Law

• Lazar Vrbaski, Clyde and Co.

• Benjamyn I. Scott, Leiden University



Registration and Coffee

09:00 – 10:00

17th Leiden IIASL International Air Law 
Conference

Tea and Coffee

15:45 – 16:15



Registration and Coffee

09:00 – 10:00

Soft Law’s Role During Hard Times

16:15 – 17:00

• Stephan Hobe (chair), University of Cologne

• George Matroos, Namibia Civil Aviation Authority

• Angelo Dube, University of South Africa

• Andrea Trimarchi, EUROCAE



Registration and Coffee

09:00 – 10:00

Closing Remarks

17:00 – 17.15

• Steven Truxal (chair), Leiden University



Registration and Coffee

09:00 – 10:00

Reception

17:15 – 19:00

• Jock Geselschap (host), Deputy Ambassador and Head of 

Economic Affairs, Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 

in Pretoria, South Africa (accredited to Namibia)
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